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2023 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is the No. 2 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of economic growth and access to 
opportunities in U.S. metropolitan areas. Austin’s success is due to the strength of its high-tech sector 
driving rapid job and wage growth. 
(Milken Institute, 5/16/23) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Best U.S. Cities to Start a Career based on 26 metrics representing professional 
opportunities and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 5/15/23) 
 
Austin is No. 6 in Top Large Cities for Starting a Career after College ranking based on cities’ strengths and 
attractions for young professionals. 
(Coworking Café, 5/2/23) 
 
The 2023 Mac Conway Awards recognized the Opportunity Austin as one of the top 20 economic 
development organizations in the U.S. based on measures of corporate facility investment. 
(Site Selection, 5/23) 
 
The University of Texas ranks 3rd in the U.S. for the number of U.S. patents granted in 2022. 
(National Academy of Inventors, 4/26/23) 
 
For the 19th year in a row, Texas was named the Best State for Business in annual survey of U.S. CEOs. 
(Chief Executive, 4/25/23) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Best Cities for Food in the U.S. 
(Food & Wine, 4/19/23) 
 
Austin has one of the 10 Best U.S. Airports for Food. 
(Food & Wine, 4/17/23) 
 
Austin continues to attract the most workers—for every 10,000 LinkedIn members in Austin, 98 arrived in the 
last 12 months. 
(Linkedin, 4/6/23) 
 
Austin rankes as one of the Top 5 Startup Hubs in the U.S. according to payment processor Stripe’s analysis 
of its data on ‘breakout startups’ (i.e., new companies with unusually rapid revenue ramps). 
(Stripe, 4/5/23) 
 
Austin is the 2nd Hottest Job Market in annual WSJ ranking of U.S. metros with more than 1,000,000 
population based on unemployment, labor force participation, and growth in employment, labor force and 
wages. 
(Wall Street Journal, 4/1/23) 
 
Austin is No. 7 on Most Climate-Resilient Cities ranking of the top 50 U.S. cities based on measures of 
geography, risk, infrastructure and preparation.  
(Architectural Digest, 3/30/23) 
 
Austin ranked No. 5 among top metros for net tech employment job gains, and the metro ranked No. 4 among 
the top cities for tech economic impact as a percent of the local economy with 24%. 
(CompTIA, 3/29/23) 
 
Texas became the leading state in the country for adding tech workers last year, with net tech employment 
growing by 5.5% and 45K new workers joining the industry. 
(CompTIA, 3/29/23) 
 
Austin’s business-friendly and forward-thinking environment make the fast-growing highly desirable to 
innovative firms and place it No. 4 in annual Most Dynamic Metros ranking of all U.S. metros. 
(Heartland Forward, 3/28/23) 
 

https://milkeninstitute.org/report/best-performing-cities-2023
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-to-start-a-career/3626
https://www.coworkingcafe.com/blog/the-best-cities-for-the-class-of-23/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/may/2023-mac-conway-award.cfm
https://academyofinventors.org/top-100-worldwide-announced-2022/
https://chiefexecutive.net/texas-florida-top-2023-best-worst-states-for-business-survey/
https://www.foodandwine.com/best-us-cities-food-global-tastemakers-2023-7479866
https://www.foodandwine.com/best-us-airports-food-global-tastemakers-2023-7372882
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/resources/linkedin-workforce-report-april-2023
https://stripe.com/annual-updates/2022
https://www.wsj.com/articles/sunbelt-cities-nashville-and-austin-are-nations-hottest-job-markets-5a454a53
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/reviews/home-improvement/most-climate-resilient-cities
https://www.cyberstates.org/pdf/CompTIA_State_of_the_tech_workforce_2023.pdf
https://www.cyberstates.org/pdf/CompTIA_State_of_the_tech_workforce_2023.pdf
https://heartlandforward.org/case-study/most-dynamic-metros-2022/
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Austin is the Best Housing Market for Growth and Stability according to study of the long term (1998-2023) 
performance of 400 U.S. metros. 
(SmartAsset, 3/27/23) 
 
Austin is the most pet-friendly city for renters looking to move, with more than 4 out of 5 rental listings 
allowing pets. 
(Zillow, 3/6/23) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 large metro for new corporate facility investment projects in 2022 on a per capita basis 
and the No. 7 metro for the total number of projects. 
(Site Selection, 3/1/23) 
 
For the 11th year in a row, Texas claims the Governor’s Cup for total qualified projects in 2022. On a projects 
per capita basis, Texas ranks 7th. 
(Site Selection, 3/1/23) 
 
Austin ranks 1st for growth, 4th for prosperity, and 9th for overall inclusion in Brookings’ Metro Monitor 2023 
examination of economic performance over 2011 to 2021. 
(Brookings Institution, 2/28/23) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 Most-Preferred Market for Real Estate Investors in 2023. Austin also ties as the No. 5 most 
preferred market for lenders. 
(CBRE, 2/23/23) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Hardest Working Cities in the U.S. based on 11 key metrics ranging from the 
employment rate to average weekly work hours to the share of workers with multiple jobs across 116 cities. 
(WalletHub, 2/20/23) 
 
Among the 56 metropolitan areas with over 1 million population, Austin ranks third for the percentage 
(50.3%) high-digitalization-level jobs. 
(Brookings Institution, 2/7/23) 
 
Austin’s “Central Texas State Highway 130 Corridor” is the least expensive among 30 top high-tech corridors 
in the U.S. for annual operating costs for companies in high-growth advanced manufacturing sectors, 
according to new report from The Boyd Company. 
(Business Facilities, 1/26/23) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 U.S. Metros for Logistics Facility Investment based on projects won over the last 
3 years. 
(Site Selection, 1/23/23) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 Best Metro Area for STEM Professionals in ranking of the top 100 metros across 21 
measures of professional opportunities, STEM-friendliness, and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 1/18/23) 
 
Austin, with “spectacular entertainment districts, ubiquitous culture, top-notch restaurants, more than 250 
music venues,” is among the Top 25 Most Popular U.S. Destinations in TripAdvisor’s annual Travelers' 
Choice Best of the Best Destination Awards. 
(TripAdvisor, 1/18/23) 
 
Austin, with 416 deals garnering $4.9 billion in 2022, is one of the top 10 U.S. metros for VC investment. 
(Pitchbook, 1/11/23) 
 
Austin ranks as the No. 2 most preferred market for real estate investment according to annual U.S. Investor 
Intentions Survey. 
(CBRE, 1/9/23) 
 
Texas is No. 1 for Aerospace Manufacturing Attractiveness. 
(PwC, 1/23) 
 

https://smartasset.com/data-studies/best-housing-markets-for-growth-and-stability-2023
https://zillow.mediaroom.com/2023-03-06-Zillow-names-Austin-the-top-pet-friendly-city-for-renters-looking-to-move
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/mar/places-you-can-trust.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/mar/the-2023-governors-cups-cover.cfm
https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/metro-monitor-2023/
https://www.cbre.com/insights/reports/2023-us-investor-and-lender-intentions-surveys
https://wallethub.com/edu/hardest-working-cities-in-america/10424
https://www.brookings.edu/research/as-the-digitalization-of-work-expands-place-based-solutions-can-bridge-the-gaps/
https://businessfacilities.com/2023/01/new-report-compares-operating-costs-across-high-tech-corridors/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2023/jan/pandemic-pressure-only-accentuated-top-logistics-locations-performance.cfm
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-metro-areas-for-stem-professionals/9200
https://tripadvisor.mediaroom.com/2023-01-18-Tripadvisor-Travelers-Choice-Destinations-Award-the-Best-of-the-Best-Places-to-Travel-in-2023
https://files.pitchbook.com/website/files/pdf/Q4_2022_PitchBook-NVCA_Venture_Monitor.pdf
https://www.cbre.com/insights/briefs/2023-us-investor-intentions-survey-less-investment-activity-expected
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/industrial-products/library/aerospace-manufacturing-attractiveness-rankings.html


AUSTIN IN THE NEWS 
2020-2023 
 
 

 
 

Opportunity Austin ● 535 East 5th Street ● Austin, Texas 78701 ● Ph. 512.478.9383 ● austinchamber.com 

Page | 3 

Austin is ranked No. 4 on the Financial Health Index rating of metros with population over 1 million based on 
measures of business, household, and municipal/state financial health.  
(TheCreditReview, 1/3/23) 
 

2022 RANKINGS 
 
 
Austin is one of the Top 20 Places where Americans are Happiest according to ranking of over 160 U.S. cities 
based on indicators of personal finance, well-being and quality of life. 
(SmartAsset, 12/20/22) 
 
Austin is the Best City for Entrepreneurs in 2022 in ranking based on VC funding, SBA loan funding, and 
personal and corporate income tax rates in the top 50 U.S. metro areas. 
(The Zebra, 12/19/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 20 Arts-Vibrant Large Communities according to the National Center for Arts 
Research annual Arts Vibrancy Index ranking of over 900 communities across the U.S. 
(SMU DataArts, 12/15/22) 
 
Austin had the 4th fastest growing economy in 2021 and the 3rd fastest growing economy over the last 5 years 
among the top 50 metros. 
(U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 12/8/22) 
 
Austin continues to attract the most workers—for every 10,000 LinkedIn members in Austin, 143 arrived in 
the last 12 months. 
(Linkedin, 12/1/22) 
 
Austin ranks 11th nationally and 25th globally in ranking of over 200 startup ecosystems based on measures 
of capital and investment, innovation and talent, and entrepreneurship. 
(Dealroom.co, 12/1/22) 
 
Austin is the Best College Town in America according to comparison of 400 cities on key indicators of 
academic, social and economic opportunities for students. 
(WalletHub, 11/29/22) 
 
Austin ranks 7th on Best Cities for Singles list focused on dating-friendliness indicators in 180 U.S. cities. 
(WalletHub, 11/28/22) 
 
Austin is No. 2 on ranking of the top U.S. metros with the largest shares of Gen Z hires in 2021 due to 
strengths in a host of Gen Z-friendly fields like social media, marketing, design, restaurant management and 
tech startups. 
(Linkedin, 11/23/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 City Best Prepared for a “Smart City” Future according to ranking of 100 European and 
U.S. cities based on measures of technology infrastructure, green infrastructure, and the tech jobs market. 
(ProptechOS, 11/22/22)  
 
Austin is the top metro for net domestic migration as a percent of total population in 2020, 2021 and YTD 
2022 based on estimates produced by Markerr using Census Bureau population and migration data and 
USPS change-of-address data for the 50 largest U.S. metros. 
(Markerr, 11/18/22) 
 
Austin is No. 1 on annual STEM Job Growth Index based STEM trends and other socioeconomic, business 
and fiscal indicators influencing growth prospects among the top 50 metro areas. 
(RCLCO Real Estate Consulting, 11/14/22) 
 
Austin ranks 12th nationally and 43rd globally in annual ranking of the world's top urban destinations 
(principal cities with metro populations of 1 million+) based on the relative quality of place, reputation, and 
competitive identity. 
(Resonance Consultancy, Ltd., 11/9/22) 
 

https://thecreditreview.com/business-banking/financial-health-index-of-us-cities
https://smartasset.com/data-studies/where-americans-are-happiest-2022
https://www.thezebra.com/resources/research/best-cities-for-entrepreneurs/
https://culturaldata.org/arts-vibrancy-2022/executive-summary/
https://www.bea.gov/data/gdp/gdp-county-metro-and-other-areas
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/resources/linkedin-workforce-report-december-2022
https://dealroom.co/startup-ecosystem-benchmarking
https://wallethub.com/edu/e/best-worst-college-cities-and-towns-in-america/8974
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-for-singles/9015
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/when-gen-z-goes-job-hunting-doors-open-widest-college-george-anders/
https://proptechos.com/smart-city-index/
https://markerr.com/migration-population-trends-through-september-2022-migration-to-the-sunbelt-continues-to-grow/
https://www.rclco.com/publication/2022-stem-job-growth-index-stemdex/
https://www.worldsbestcities.com/rankings/worlds-best-cities/
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Texas is No. 3 in Site Selection’s annual Top State Business Climate ranking and tied for 4th in the Executive 
Survey component based on site selector’s experience locating projects in the states. 
(Site Selection, 11/1/22) 
 
Austin is No. 2 on Best Warm Destination for Winter Travel ranking focused on cost and convenience, as well 
as activities and attractions. 
(WalletHub, 11/1/22) 
 
The University of Texas at Austin ranks 9th in annual global ranking of university undergraduate programs 
producing the most venture capital-backed founders. 
(Pitchbook, 10/31/22) 
 
Austin ranks 1st in the U.S. and 3rd in North America among the most active tech markets for office leasing 
activity since third quarter 2020, buoyed by the city’s growth in tech employment. 
(CBRE, 10/31/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 Best Place for Veterans to Live based on analysis of the 100 largest U.S. cities across 20 
key indicators of livability, affordability and veteran-friendliness. 
(WalletHub, 10/31/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 U.S. market for overall real estate prospects due to tremendous and sustained population 
and job growth and above-average levels of economic diversity and white-collar employment, leading to 
strong investor appeal. 
(Urban Land Institute & PwC, 10/27/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 City Where Millennials are Moving based on analysis of Census Bureau data for 25 to 39 
year olds moving between different states. In 2021, 23,965 millennials moved into Austin while only 13,421 
moved out. 
(SmartAsset, 10/27/22) 
 
Austin’s Travis and Williamson Counties rank 3rd and 6th respectively in annual Talent Attraction Scorecard 
ranking of large U.S. counties based on net migration, total and skilled job growth, job openings per capita, 
educational attainment, and regional competitiveness measures. 
(Lightcast, 10/25/22) 
 
Austin has the 4th Best Quality of Life among U.S. metros based in an index of cost of living, purchasing 
power, property price to income ratio, pollution, commute time, safety, healthcare and climate indicators. 
(Visual Capitalist, 10/24/22) 
 
Austin is the 2nd fastest growing metropolitan economy in the U.S. in 2022. 
(Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise, 10/18/22) 
 
Austin is the 9th Best City for Families with Children, earning high marks for public school quality, 
educational attainment, climate and recreational opportunities, and a balanced cost environment. 
(StorageCafe, 10/18/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 15 U.S. Cities for Foreign Multinationals to do Business In according to the Financial 
Times and Nikkei. 
(Financial Times, 10/6/22) 
 
Austin’s Eanes Independent School District (ISD) is the No. 10 Best School District in America and the Austin 
ISD’s LASA High School is one of the top 25 Best Public High Schools in America. 
(Niche, 9/27/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 metro for the number of INC 5000 firms per capita. 
(Site Selection, 9/22/22) 
 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport earns recognition as one of a select few North American airports to 
achieve carbon neutrality. 
(Airports Council International, 9/19/22) 
 

https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/nov/the-2022-business-climate-rankings.cfm
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-winter-holiday-destinations/7930
https://pitchbook.com/news/articles/pitchbook-university-rankings
https://www.cbre.com/insights/reports/tech-30-2022
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-cities-for-veterans/8156
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/financial-services/asset-wealth-management/real-estate/emerging-trends-in-real-estate.html
https://smartasset.com/data-studies/where-millennials-are-moving-2022
https://lightcast.io/resources/research/talent-scorecard
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/cp/comparing-quality-of-life-to-population-size/
https://kenaninstitute.unc.edu/tag/american-growth-project/
https://www.storagecafe.com/blog/best-cities-for-families-with-children/
https://ig.ft.com/us-cities-index/
https://www.niche.com/k12/rankings/
https://siteselection.com/investor-watch/220922.htm
https://airportscouncil.org/press_release/41-north-american-airports-recognized-for-airport-carbon-accreditation/
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Texas is No. 4 in annual Top States for Doing Business ranking. Top subcategory rankings include No. 1 for 
corporate tax structure, No. 2 for competitive labor market, available real estate, access to capital, and No. 3 
for logistics/infrastructure. 
(Area Development, 9/8/22)  
 
The University of Texas at Austin ranks 8th on 2023 Top Public Universities in America ranking of 856 four-
year institutions. 
(Niche, 8/29/22) 
 
Austin is the Best City in the U.S. for Singles based on high quality of life, booming job market, youthful 
population, and endless supply of activities. 
(Bankrate.com, 8/12/22) 
 
Austin is No. 2 in Best BBQ Cities ranking of the top 50 metros based on prevalence of BBQ restaurants and 
their quality ratings, major BBQ events, and other measures. 
(Clever Real Estate, 8/12/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Cities for Gen Z. The ranking favors affordable options with low unemployment, a 
variety of entertainment options, fast internet, and highly educated Gen Z populations. 
(CommercialCafe, 8/10/22) 
 
Austin is the Most Polite City in America according to survey of residents of the 30 largest cities. 
(Preply, 8/9/22) 
 
Austin ranks 1st for Tech Talent and 7th as a Fintech Leader market. 
(Business Facilities, 8/8/22) 
 
Texas has the No. 4 Best Business Climate in Business Facilities annual rankings report. Texas’ No. 1 
rankings in the report include foreign direct investment, semiconductors, and installed wind power. 
(Business Facilities, 8/4/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 6 large metro in annual Best Business Climate ranking. 
(Business Facilities, 7/21/22) 
 
Austin is one of the top 10 Most Educated Metros in America based on measures of educational attainment, 
attainment gaps, and public school system and higher education quality for the 150 largest metros. 
(WalletHub, 7/18/22) 
 
Texas is one of America’s Top 5 States for Business in 2022 based on 88 metrics in 10 broad categories of 
competitiveness. 
(CNBC, 7/13/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 metro for sustainability based on green industry investment projects, prevalence of LEED-
certified and Energy Star buildings, and installed solar PV capacity. 
(Site Selection, 7/5/22) 
 
Austin is in the top 10 nationally and top 25 globally in ranking of startup ecosystems. Austin’s strengths 
include a business-friendly environment and an educated workforce. Strong subsectors include 
cybersecurity and cleantech.  
(Startup Genome, 6/14/22) 
 
Austin is one of the top 20 U.S. markets for life sciences research talent. 
(CBRE, 6/13/22) 
 
Austin ranked as the No. 1 large American Metro with the Most Innovative Workers based on prevalence of 
jobs that require creativity and alternative thinking to develop new ideas for work-related problems. 
(SmartestDollar, 6/13/21) 
 
  

https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/q3-2022/top-states-for-doing-business-provide-an-environment-for-business-growth.shtml
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/top-public-universities/
https://www.bankrate.com/real-estate/best-cities-for-singles/
https://listwithclever.com/research/best-bbq-cities-2022/
https://www.commercialcafe.com/blog/top-20-cities-gen-z-2022/
https://preply.com/en/blog/rudest-cities/
https://businessfacilities.com/2022/08/business-facilities-2022-metro-rankings-report/
https://businessfacilities.com/2022/08/business-facilities-18th-annual-rankings-report-state-rankings/
https://businessfacilities.com/2022/07/best-metros-corporate-headquarters-business-climate/
https://wallethub.com/edu/e/most-and-least-educated-cities/6656
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/07/13/americas-top-states-for-business-2022-the-full-rankings.html
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/july/trading-goals-for-pathways.cfm
https://startupgenome.com/report/gser2022
https://www.cbre.com/insights/reports/us-life-sciences-talent-2022
https://smartestdollar.com/research/cities-with-the-most-innovative-workers-2022
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Austin has the 3rd fastest growing tech talent pool, with 36.9% growth in tech talent over the last 3 years, 
according to analysis of U.S. metro areas with a minimum of 20,000 LinkedIn members with identifiable 
engineering or IT talents. 
(Linkedin, 6/8/22) 
 
Austin is projected to be the fastest growing metropolitan economy through 2027 among the top 50 metros—
annual growth from 2021 to 2027 is estimated to average 4.2%. 
(U.S. Conference of Mayors, 6/3/22) 
 
Austin is one of 6 “STEM Leaders” in examination of cities, states, economic development organizations, 
and others striving to close the STEM talent gap and fostering growth for these careers in their locations. 
(Business Facilities, 5/31/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 place to start a business according to consumer finance startup Pheabs’ analysis of data 
on business costs and other economic conditions. 
(Pheabs, 5/31/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 U.S. metro for the rate of home building: Austin had 31 single-family building permits per 
10,000 people in Q1, the most per capita of any major U.S. metro; Austin also leads in multifamily with 26 
permits per 10,000 people. 
(Redfin, 5/27/22) 
 
Linkedin’s 2022 Guide to Kickstarting your Career identifies Austin as the No. 1 market to launch your 
professional journey. 
(Linkedin, 5/18/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 Best City to Start a Career based on ranking of 182 cities based on 27 measures 
representing professional opportunities and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 5/16/22) 
 
The 2022 Mac Conway Awards recognized the Austin Chamber of Commerce as one of the top 20 economic 
development organizations in the U.S. based on measures of corporate facility investment. 
(Site Selection, 5/22) 
 
Texas ranks No. 2 in Site Selection’s annual “Prosperity Cup” recognizing state-level economic development 
agency success based on criteria focused largely on capital investment project activity. 
(Site Selection, 5/22) 
 
For the 18th year in a row, Texas was named the Best State for Business by Chief Executive. 
(Chief Executive, 4/26/22) 
 
Austin is the Hottest U.S. Job Market based on unemployment, labor force participation, job growth, labor 
force growth, and wage growth. 
(Wall Street Journal, 4/22/22) 
 
Austin is No. 7 on Most Dynamic Metropolitans ranking of U.S. metros based on recent employment growth, 
wage growth, GDP growth, and entrepreneurship metrics. 
(Heartland Forward, 4/4/22) 
 
Austin is the 7th Healthiest Place to Live in the U.S. according to ranking of 182 cities based on measures of 
health care, food, fitness, and green space. 
(WalletHub, 4/4/22) 
 
Science, technology, engineering & math occupations account for 11.1% of all jobs in Austin in 2021, making 
Austin the 5th most concentrated in STEM among large U.S. metros. 
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics., 03/31/2022) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 metro for tech’s economic impact as a percentage of the local economy (24.7%).  
(CompTIA, 3/29/22) 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/tech-talent-surging-15-cities-including-many-sunbelt-surprises/
https://www.usmayors.org/2022/06/03/new-report-u-s-conference-of-mayors-releases-comprehensive-economic-report-revealing-strength-of-metro-economies/
https://businessfacilities.com/2022/05/stem-leaders-this-will-be-on-the-test/
https://pheabs.com/guides/top-15-cities-to-start-a-business-in/
https://www.redfin.com/news/metros-building-new-construction-q1-2022/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/2022-guide-kickstarting-your-career-top-jobs-cities-launch-prudente/
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-to-start-a-career/3626
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/may/2022-mac-conway-award.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/may/2022-prosperity-cup.cfm
https://chiefexecutive.net/texas-tops-2022-best-worst-states-for-business-survey-of-ceos/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/best-cities-job-market-2022-11650639572
https://heartlandforward.org/case-study/most-dynamic-metros/
https://wallethub.com/edu/healthiest-cities/31072
https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm
https://connect.comptia.org/newsroom/press-releases/us-adds-tech-jobs-new-businesses-in-the-face-of-pandemic-challenges-comptia-state-of-the-tech-workforce-report-reveals
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Austin is the No. 2 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of Where America’s Jobs are Created & 
Sustained. 
(Milken Institute, 3/28/22) 
 
Texas is the No. 7 in ranking of States for the Best Taxpayer ROI based on measures representing key 
government services categories and per capita taxes paid. 
(WalletHub, 3/22/22) 
 
Austin topped CompTIA’s Tech Town Index for the third consecutive year. The Index focuses on flourishing 
local tech communities where current and aspiring tech workers and businesses can find opportunities that 
intersect with affordability and quality of life. 
(CompTIA, 3/11/22) 
 
Austin is one of the United States’ 8 “superstar” large, long-established, and growing tech hubs. 
(Brookings Institution, 3/8/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 Up-and-Coming City for Startups based on the funding into pre-IPO startups, the number 
of fundraising campaigns, the average valuation for companies, the number of investors into fundraising 
rounds, campaign success, and the number of unique industries represented. 
(Crowdfund Capital Advisors, 3/2/22) 
 
Austin is the Best U.S. Housing Market for Growth and Stability. 
(smartasset, 3/02/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top Metros for 2021 based on total economic development projects won—among metros 
with population over one million, Austin ranks 4th for total projects and 1st for projects on a per capita basis. 
(Site Selection, 3/1/22) 
 
For the 10th consecutive year, Texas wins Site Selection’s Governor’s Cub based on new private sector 
capital investment projects. 
(Site Selection, 3/1/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 5 Best Cities for Dating in ranking of 85 U.S. cities. 
(ApartmentList.com, 2/7/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Hardest-Working Cities in the U.S. based on ranking of the 116 largest cities 
across 11 direct and indirect work indicators. 
(WalletHub, 2/21/22) 
 
Austin is the 7th Best City to Start a Business in 2022 based on favorable economic conditions, indicators of 
an entrepreneurial culture, tax friendliness, and high rates of business survival. 
(Policygenius, 1/26/22) 
 
Austin is the Best Market for Commercial Real Estate Investing in 2022. 
(CrowdStreet, 1/25/22) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Best Places to Live and Work as a Moviemaker in 2022 due to the city’s 
collaborative community of filmmakers and abundant opportunities for inspiration, networking and 
showcasing your work. 
(MovieMaker, 1/25/22) 
 
Austin is 7th globally on Numbeo’s 2022 Quality of Life Index based on measures of purchasing power, 
pollution, house price to income ratio, cost of living, safety, health care, commute time, and climate for 255 
cities. 
(Numbeo, 1/22/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 3 Best Metro for STEM Professionals in ranking of the 100 largest metros based on 
professional opportunities, “STEM-friendliness,” and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 1/19/22) 
 
  

https://milkeninstitute.org/report/best-performing-cities-2022
https://wallethub.com/edu/state-taxpayer-roi-report/3283
https://www.comptia.org/newsroom/2022/03/11/austin-leads-comptia-tech-town-index-for-the-third-consecutive-year
https://www.brookings.edu/research/superstars-rising-stars-and-the-rest-pandemic-trends-and-shifts-in-the-geography-of-tech/
https://crowdfundcapitaladvisors.com/2022-best-cities-and-states-for-startups/
https://smartasset.com/data-studies/best-and-worst-housing-markets-for-growth-and-stability-2022
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/mar/la-is-back-chicago-still-rules.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2022/mar/the-2021-governors-cups.cfm
https://www.apartmentlist.com/renter-life/best-cities-for-dating-2022
https://wallethub.com/edu/hardest-working-cities-in-america/10424
https://www.policygenius.com/homeowners-insurance/best-cities-to-start-a-business/
https://www.crowdstreet.com/news/2022-best-places
https://www.moviemaker.com/best-places-to-live-and-work-as-a-moviemaker-in-2022/
https://www.numbeo.com/quality-of-life/rankings.jsp
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-metro-areas-for-stem-professionals/9200
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Austin, with 387 deals garnering $4.9 billion in 2021, is one of the top 10 U.S. metros for VC investment. 
(PitchBook, 1/13/22) 
 
Austin is the No. 5 Best City for Jobs according to analysis of 31 indicators of job market strength across 
180 U.S. cities. 
(WalletHub, 1/4/22) 
 
Austin ranks in the top 20 in JLL’s “Innovation Geographies” assessment of the innovation and talent 
attributes of 100 major cities around the world. For talent concentration, Austin ranks 8th globally and 5th in 
the U.S. For Innovation, Austin ranks 19th globally and 9th in the U.S. 
(JLL, 1/1/2022) 
 

2021 RANKINGS 
 
University of Texas at Austin is No. 1 for R&D funding financed by the U.S. National Science Foundation. 
(U.S. National Science Foundation, 12/27/21) 
 
Austin is the 7th Most Fun City in America according to ranking of 182 cities based on measures of 
entertainment and recreation, nightlife, and costs. 
(WalletHub, 12/8/21) 
 
Austin is the Best College Town in America in ranking of 400 U.S. cities of varying sizes based on 30 key 
indicators of academic, social and economic opportunities for students. 
(WalletHub, 11/30/21) 
 
Austin is the Best City for Expats to Relocate To in global ranking based on property cost and a variety of 
quality of life measures. 
(money.co.uk, 11/16/21) 
 
Williamson County ranks 5th on annual Talent Attraction Scorecard ranking of large U.S. counties (100k+ 
population). 
(EMSI, 11/3/21) 
 
Texas is No. 3 in Site Selection’s annual Business Climate Rankings and was the No. 1 choice in the survey 
of corporate site selection executives. 
(Site Selection, 11/1/21) 
 
Austin is No. 4 for overall real estate prospects on annual ULI/PWC forecast report which also identified 
Austin as one of 6 hypergrowth “supernova” magnet metros (i.e., migration destinations for both people and 
companies). 
(PwC, 10/14/21) 
 
For the 3rd year in a row, Austin-Bergstrom International Airport has been named among the top 10 best 
airports in the U.S. by the readers of Condé Nast Traveler.  The award cited easy navigation, live music and 
local Texas food as reasons readers listed the airport among the best. 
(Condé Nast Traveler, 10/5/21) 
 
Round Rock is the 25th Best Place to Live according to ranking of 1,300 U.S. places with population of 25,000 
to 500,000 that met baseline thresholds for safety, growth and diversity. 
(Money, 9/23/21) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 20 Global Startup Ecosystems according to annual ranking of 280 innovation 
ecosystems around the world. 
(Startup Genome, 9/22/21) 
 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport ranks as the 7th best large airport (10-32.9 million passengers per 
year) in North America in 2021, up from 8th in 2020, in annual North American Airport Satisfaction Study 
(J.D. Power, 9/22/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 business flight destination for this fall, according to data from TripActions. 
(Skift, 9/7/21) 

https://files.pitchbook.com/website/files/pdf/Q4_2021_PitchBook_NVCA_Venture_Monitor.pdf
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-cities-for-jobs/2173
https://www.jll.co.uk/en/trends-and-insights/research/innovation-geographies
https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsf22311/table/63
https://wallethub.com/edu/most-fun-cities-in-the-us/23455
https://wallethub.com/edu/e/best-worst-college-cities-and-towns-in-america/8974
https://www.money.co.uk/mortgages/relocation-report
https://www.economicmodeling.com/talent-attraction-scorecard/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/nov/brighter-horizons.cfm
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/asset-wealth-management/real-estate/emerging-trends-in-real-estate.html
https://www.cntraveler.com/story/top-airports-in-the-us
https://money.com/collection/best-places-to-live-2021/
https://startupgenome.com/report/gser2021
https://www.jdpower.com/business/press-releases/2021-north-america-airport-satisfaction-study
https://skift.com/2021/09/07/las-vegas-emerging-this-fall-as-the-hottest-corporate-travel-destination-despite-variant-worries/
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Austin is the U.S. city gaining the most people—for every 10,000 Linkedin members in Austin, 129 arrived in 
the last 12 months. 
(Linkedin, 9/2/21) 
 
Austin is one of 13 early-adopter metro areas, along with the San Francisco Bay Area, dominating the 
nation’s emerging artificial intelligence (AI) economy. 
(Brookings Institution, 9/21) 
 
Texas tops Site Selection’s Global Groundwork Index based on cumulative and per capita infrastructure 
investments. 
(Site Selection, 9/21) 
 
Austin is one of the 10 Best Cities to Drive in according to ranking of the 100 largest U.S. cities based on 
measures of cost of ownership and maintenance, traffic and infrastructure, safety, and access to vehicles 
and maintenance. 
(WalletHub, 8/31.21) 
 
Austin ranks 4th for electric vehicle infrastructure in ranking of the 100 largest metro areas. 
(StorageCafe, 8/23/21) 
 
Business Facilities annual rankings report places Austin as the No. 1 Fastest-Growing Metro, the No. 2 Tech 
Hub (Growth Potential), the No. 7 Fintech Leaders, and in the global rankings, Austin is the No. 10 Startup 
Ecosystems. 
(Business Facilities, 7/27/21) 
 
Texas has the nation’s No. 3 Best Business Climate. 
(Business Facilities, 7/27/21) 
 
Texas is the Best State to Start a Business based on 28 indicators of startup success. 
(WalletHub, 7/20/21) 
 
Austin is among the 14 top life sciences clusters in the U.S. 
(Newmark, 7/21) 
 
Austin is No. 7 in CBRE’s annual Tech Talent Scorecard ranking of the top 50 U.S. and Canadian markets by 
number of tech talent professionals based on their competitive advantages and appeal to both employers 
and tech talent employees. 
(CBRE, 7/14/21) 
 
Texas is No. 4 on America’s Top States for Business ranking.  
(CNBC, 7/13/21) 
 
Austin is No. 5 on U.S. News’ Best Places to Live in the U.S. in 2021-22 ranking. 
(U.S. News & World Report, 7/13/21) 
 
Texas is No. 2 in annual Top States for Doing Business ranking. Top subcategory rankings include No. 1 for 
corporate tax environment, competitive labor environment, logistics/infrastructure, available real estate, and 
No. 2 for favorable regulatory environment and access to capital/project funding. 
(Area Development, Q3/21)  
 
Austin is one of tech’s top 10 most resilient hubs according to Linkedin’s analysis of the growth of 
engineering and information technology talent relative to population. 
(Linkedin, 6/23/21) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Major Americas Cities of the Future for Human Capital and Lifestyle ranking of 
the 54 largest metropolitan areas in the Americas. 
(fDi Intelligence, 6/17/21) 
 
  

https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/resources/linkedin-workforce-report-september-2021
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-geography-of-ai/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/sep/global-groundwork-index-cover.cfm
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-to-drive-in/13964
https://www.storagecafe.com/blog/best-us-metros-for-electric-cars/
https://businessfacilities.com/2021/07/business-facilities-17th-annual-rankings-report/
https://businessfacilities.com/2021/07/business-facilities-17th-annual-rankings-report/
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-states-to-start-a-business/36934
https://www.nmrk.com/insights/thought-leadership/2021-mid-year-life-science-national-overview-top-market-clusters
https://www.cbre.com/insights/reports/scoring-tech-talent-in-north-america-2021
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/13/americas-top-states-for-business.html
https://realestate.usnews.com/places/rankings/best-places-to-live
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/Q3-2021/top-states-for-doing-business-reflect-locational-advantages.shtml
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/programmed-win-10-cities-where-tech-strength-defied-pandemic-anders/
https://www.fdiintelligence.com/article/79912
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Austin is ranks 12th for R&D performed by businesses. For business R&D as a percent of GDP, Austin ranks 
8th. 
(U.S. National Science Foundation, 6/16/21) 
 
The University of Texas is ranked No. 4 in the world for patents granted to higher education institutions. 
(National Academy of Inventors, 6/15/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 city in the U.S. for Gamers among the top 100 cities based on indicators of gaming 
environment, internet quality and coverage, and game developer educational and job opportunities. 
(Wallethub, 6/7/21) 
 
Austin is the top beneficiary of tech-related migration in the past 12 months—Austin captured a net inflow of 
217 software and IT workers per 10,000 existing ones, according to Linkedin data for the 35 metro areas with 
gross tech migration of 2,000 or more. 
(Bloomberg, 6/1/21) 
 
Best Cities to Start a Career ranking of 182 cities places Austin at No. 4 based on 28 indicators of 
professional opportunities and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 5/17/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 U.S. city for planned real estate investment according to annual survey of international 
institutional and other investors in 19 countries. 
(AFIRE, 5/4/2021) 
 
Texas has the No. 3 most competitive state for economic development according to Site Selection’s 2021 
Prosperity Cup ranking based on business climate, tax climate, new and expanded business, and other 
performance measures. 
(Site Selection, 5/21) 
 
The 2021 Mac Conway Awards recognized the Austin Chamber of Commerce as one of the top 20 economic 
development organizations in the U.S. based on measures of corporate facility investment. 
(Site Selection, 5/21) 
 
For the 17th year in a row, Texas was named the Best State for Business by Chief Executive. 
(Chief Executive, 4/28/21) 
 
Austin ranked No. 2 as the Top U.S. Metro for Digital Nomads. 
(Zillow.com, 4/28/21) 
 
Leander ranked as the 5th Best Suburb to Move to in 2021 based on 9 indicators of residential and 
sociocultural quality.  
(Homes.com, 4/2/21) 
 
Austin has the 13th largest tech economy (GRP due to tech) among major U.S. metros and, with tech 
accounting for 25% of Austin’s GRP, Austin ranks 5th for tech’s impact on the economy. 
(CompTIA, 3/31/21) 
 
Science, technology, engineering & math occupations account for 11.9% of all jobs in Austin in 2020, making 
Austin the 5th most concentrated in STEM among large U.S. metros. 
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 3/31/21) 
 
The Austin metro ranks 1st the rate of tech job growth in 2020 and, with tech job growth projected to be 3.9% 
in 2021, Austin will have the 2nd fastest growth this year among major U.S. metros. 
(CompTIA, 3/31/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 City Where Millennials are Moving based on the net migration of people between the ages 
of 25 and 39 who moved to a city in a different state in ranking of the 180 largest U.S. cities. 
(Smart Asset, 3/20/21) 
 
Austin is the nation’s third fastest growing airport based on capacity growth of 81% between 2011 and 2019. 
(Simple Flying, 3/15/21) 

https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsf21331
https://academyofinventors.org/top-100/
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-cities-for-gamers/36270
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-01/austin-is-biggest-winner-from-tech-migration-linkedin-data-show
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-cities-to-start-a-career/3626
https://www.afire.org/of-note/2021afiresurvey/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/may/top-competitive-states-2021-prosperity-cup.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/may/2021-mac-conway-awards.cfm
https://chiefexecutive.net/up-for-grabs-the-best-worst-states-for-business/
https://www.zillow.com/research/digital-nomads-zillow-yelp-2021-29393/
https://www.homes.com/blog/2021/04/best-suburbs-2021/?cmp=hdc-gfd-042021
https://connect.comptia.org/newsroom/press-releases/2021/03/31/hiring-momentum-propels-tech-workforce-towards-12.4-million-comptia-state-of-the-market-analysis-finds
https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm
https://connect.comptia.org/newsroom/press-releases/2021/03/31/hiring-momentum-propels-tech-workforce-towards-12.4-million-comptia-state-of-the-market-analysis-finds
https://smartasset.com/mortgage/where-millennials-are-moving-2021
https://simpleflying.com/austin-us-mega-hub/


AUSTIN IN THE NEWS 
2020-2023 
 
 

 
 

Opportunity Austin ● 535 East 5th Street ● Austin, Texas 78701 ● Ph. 512.478.9383 ● austinchamber.com 

Page | 11 

 
Austin ranked as one of the Top 10 best commercial real estate markets in the U.S. 
(National Association of Realtors, 3/15/21). 
 
Among the top 50 U.S. metros, Austin is the most recovered from the COVID-19 crisis and is best positioned 
for robust employment growth in 2021. Austin tops all other major metros for 2020 job growth in 
manufacturing and in financial activities. 
(Economic Innovation Group, 3/11/21) 
 
Austin ranks No. 3 for concentration of startups among the 53 largest U.S. metros. 
(Roofstock, 3/2/21) 
 
Texas wins Site Selection’s Governor’s Cup, awarded for the number of significant economic development 
projects landed in 2020, for the 9th consecutive year. 
(Site Selection, 3/21) 
 
Austin is one of the Top Metros for 2020 based on total economic development projects won—among metros 
with population over one million, Austin ranks 6th for total projects and 2nd for projects on a per capita basis. 
(Site Selection, 3/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 3 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of Where America’s Jobs are Created & 
Sustained. 
(Milken Institute, 2/17/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 outbound destination for people leaving the San Francisco Bay Area (18% of moves were 
to Austin in 2020). 
(moveBuddha, 2/9/21) 
 
Austin ranks 1st for growth, 4th for prosperity, and 22nd for inclusion in Brookings’ annual Metro Monitor 
assessment of the economic success of the 53 largest U.S. metros over the last decade. 
(Brookings Institution, 2/21) 
 
Austin was the top destination market for Redfin.com users looking to move to a different metropolitan area 
in the 4th quarter of 2020. 
(Redfin.com, 1/19/21) 
 
Texas is the Best State to Drive in based on 31 key indicators of a positive commute. 
(WalletHub, 1/19/21) 
 
Austin is the Best State Capital to Live in based on 44 key indicators of affordability, economic well-being, 
quality of education and health, and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 1/18/21) 
 
Austin is one of the 7 Best U.S. Cities to be Quarantined In according to ranking based on availability of 
online grocery delivery services, meal delivery services, broadband coverage and speed, and access to 
healthcare. 
(DeliveryRank, 1/12/21) 
 
Austin is among the Top 10 Best Cities to Work from Home in ranking of the 100 largest cities. 
(SmartAsset, 1/7/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 City with the Most Opportunity for Job Seekers in ranking of 182 U.S. metros. 
(Linkedin, 1/6/21) 
 
Austin is the No. 1 Destination City for relocating households and the No. 3 Destination City for corporate 
moves in 2020. 
(Allied Van Lines, 1/6/21)  
 
Austin is the No. 7 City for an Active Lifestyle in ranking of the 100 largest cities based on 36 key indicators. 
(WalletHub, 1/6/21) 
 

https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/commercial-real-estate-metro-market-reports
https://eig.org/news/which-metro-areas-are-best-positioned-to-lead-the-economic-recovery
https://learn.roofstock.com/blog/cities-with-most-startups
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/mar/the-2020-governors-cups-cover.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2021/mar/top-metros-of-2020-a-year-like-no-other.cfm
https://milkeninstitute.org/reports/best-performing-cities-2021
https://www.movebuddha.com/blog/silicon-valley-miami-migration/
https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/metro-monitor-2021/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/austin-was-the-most-popular-destination-for-redfincom-users-looking-to-move-to-a-different-metro-in-the-fourth-quarter-301209691.html
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-states-to-drive-in/43012
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-state-capitals/19030
https://www.deliveryrank.com/blog/best-us-cities-to-be-quaratined-in
https://smartasset.com/checking-account/best-cities-to-work-from-home-2021
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/stormy-times-15-us-cities-make-jobs-happen-george-anders/
https://www.allied.com/migration-map
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-cities-for-an-active-lifestyle/8817


AUSTIN IN THE NEWS 
2020-2023 

  
 

 
 

Opportunity Austin ● 535 East 5th Street ● Austin, Texas 78701 ● Ph. 512.478.9383 ● austinchamber.com 

Page | 12 

Austin is among the 14 top life sciences clusters in the U.S. because favorable demographic tailwinds and 
efforts by the city to spur innovation have created a suitable environment for life sciences tenants. 
(Newmark, 1/21) 
 

2020 RANKINGS 
 
Williamson County is No. 4 on fifth annual Talent Attraction Scorecard ranking of large counties based on 
their ability to attract and develop talent. (EMSI, 12/16/20) 
 
Williamson County had the fastest growing GDP in 2019 (6%) among U.S. counties with 500,000+ population 
and the durable goods manufacturing industry was the leading contributor to the county’s growth. 
(U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 12/9/20) 
 
Austin is the Best College Town in America among large cities (300,000+) in ranking based on measures 
representing wallet friendliness, social environment and academic & economic opportunities. 
(WalletHub, 12/8/20) 
 
Austin continues to attract the most workers—for every 10,000 LinkedIn members in Austin, 140 arrived in 
the last 12 months. 
(LinkedIn, 12/3/20) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Metros for Entrepreneurs, being home to 2% of all U.S. entrepreneurs. 
(Linkedin, 12/2/20) 
 
Austin ranks 15th worldwide and 8th nationally in ranking of the Top 25 Global Innovation Hubs based on key 
factors driving innovation and business transformation. 
(Hickey & Associates, 12/1/20) 
 
For the 2nd consecutive year, Austin claims the No. 1 spot as the U.S. metropolitan area that offers 
technology professionals and tech businesses the most appealing combination of opportunity and livability.  
(CompTIA, 11/10/20) 
 
Texas is No. 1 in the Executive Survey, and ties for 4th overall, in Site Selection’s annual State Business 
Climate Rankings. 
(Site Selection, 11/20) 
 
Austin is No. 5 on Best Places for Veterans to Live ranking of the 100 largest cities for veteran-specific 
indicators of opportunity, affordability, and quality of life. 
(WalletHub, 11/9/20) 
 
Austin is No. 3 on the list of Top Emerging Life Science Clusters in the U.S. 
(CBRE, 10/30/20) 
 
Austin is No. 13 on Top 20 Cities for Veteran Entrepreneurs in 2020 ranking based on measures of livability, 
economic growth, support for veterans, and ability to start a business. 
(PenFed Foundation, 10/29/20) 
 
Austin’s high tech job growth ranks 3rd in CBRE’s annual look at the leading North American tech markets. 
(CBRE, 10/22/20) 
 
Cedar Park is in the top 10 in Best Small Cities in America ranking based on measures of affordability, 
economic health, education & health, quality of life, and safety for cities between 25,000 and 100,000 
population. 
(WalletHub, 10/20/20) 
 
Austin is No. 3 on U.S. News’ Best Places to Live in the U.S. in 2020-21 ranking. 
(U.S. News & World Report, 10/13/20) 
 
Austin has one of the Top 10 Best Airports in the U.S. according to Conde Nast’s 2020 readers’ choice 
awards. 
(Conde Nast Traveler, 10/6/20) 

https://www.ngkf.com/insights/thought-leadership/2020-life-sciences-national-overview-and-top-market-clusters
https://www.economicmodeling.com/talent-attraction-scorecard-2020/
https://www.bea.gov/news/2020/gross-domestic-product-county-2019
https://wallethub.com/edu/e/best-worst-college-cities-and-towns-in-america/8974
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/resources/linkedin-workforce-report-december-2020
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/entrepreneurs-thrive-10-us-metros-9-arent-silicon-valley-anders/
https://www.hickeyandassociates.com/gih-2020-report-copy/
https://comptia.informz.net/COMPTIA/pages/Tech_Towns_US_2020
https://siteselection.com/issues/2020/nov/2020-business-climate-rankings-cover.cfm#gsc.tab=0
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-cities-for-veterans/8156
https://www.cbre.us/research-and-reports/US-Life-Sciences-Report-2020
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/penfed-foundation-study-reveals-top-ten-us-cities-for-veteran-entrepreneurs-in-2020-301162582.html
https://www.cbre.us/research-and-reports/North-America-Tech-30-2020
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-small-cities-to-live-in/16581
https://realestate.usnews.com/places/rankings/best-places-to-live
https://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2014-11-24/the-best-and-worst-airports-in-america-readers-choice-awards-2014
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Austin is the No. 2 real estate market for 2021 in annual PwC/ULI trends and forecast report. 
(PwC/Urban Land Institute, 10/20) 
 
Austin is the 2nd most popular destination for home buyers looking to move to a different metro area. 
(Redfin, 9/23/20) 
 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport ranks 8th for customer satisfaction among large North American 
airports. 
(J.D. Power, 9/23/20) 
 
Austin ranks 3rd among the 110 largest metros for the rate of net domestic migration—2000-2019 net 
domestic migration represents a 42% gain on Austin’s 2000 population base. 
(NewGeography.com, 9/18/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 metro for number of Inc. 5000 firms and No. 9 for the concentration Inc. 5000 firms on a 
per capita basis. 
(Site Selection Investor Watch, 9/4/20 & 9/10/20) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Best Places to Buy a House based on comparison of 300 cities across key 
indicators of housing market attractiveness and economic strength. 
(WalletHub, 8/25/20) 
 
Austin is 11th globally and 5th in the U.S. in new fDi ‘Cities of the Future’ ranking of Tier 2 cities (i.e., 
excluding capitals/“megacities”) based on economic potential, human capital/lifestyle, cost effectiveness, 
connectivity and business friendliness. 
(fDi Intelligence, 8/20/20) 
 
Austin ranked No. 5 for most number of new apartments built in 2020. 
(RentCafe, 8/20/2020) 
 
Austin is one of the top 10 large cities in Hotwire’s second annual America’s Best Cities for a Quickie ranking 
of 300 cities for an easy getaway based on recent traveler preferences including drivability, value, and things 
to do.  
(Hotwire, 8/11/20) 
 
Austin is the 2nd Most Pet-Friendly City in the U.S. based on ranking to the top 100 cities across indicators of 
pet budget, pet health/wellness, and outdoor pet-friendliness. 
(WalletHub, 8/5/20) 
 
Texas is the No. 4 state in Aerospace Manufacturing Attractiveness ranking. 
(PwC, 8/20) 
 
Texas is No. 4 in annual Top States for Doing Business ranking and top subcategory rankings include No. 2 
for corporate tax structure, overall cost of doing business, logistics/infrastructure, and available real estate. 
(Area Development, Q3/20)  
 
Austin garners top rankings in several categories in Business Facilities’ 2020 metro rankings: Startup 
Ecosystem (2nd), Tech Hub (2nd), Business Climate (3rd), and Millennial Magnet (3rd).  
(Business Facilities, 7/29/20) 
 
Texas has the Best Business Climate and the state also lands top 5 spots in numerous other categories in 
Business Facilities annual rankings. 
(Business Facilities, 7/29/20) 
 
Austin ranks 2nd on annual STEM Job Growth Index ranking of STEM job growth momentum and other 
factors correlated with STEM job growth in the 38 largest U.S. metros.  
(RCLCO Real Estate Advisors, 7/21/20) 
 
  

https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/asset-wealth-management/real-estate/emerging-trends-in-real-estate.html
https://www.redfin.com/news/july-august-2020-housing-migration-trends/
https://www.jdpower.com/business/press-releases/2020-north-america-airport-satisfaction-study
http://www.newgeography.com/content/006780-san-jose-largest-migration-loss-outside-new-orleans
https://siteselection.com/investor-watch/200904.htm
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-real-estate-markets/14889/
https://www.fdiintelligence.com/article/78346
https://www.rentcafe.com/blog/rental-market/apartment-construction-2020/
http://press.hotwire.com/2020-08-11-Hotwire-Releases-2nd-Annual-Americas-Best-Cities-for-a-Quickie-Index-with-Surprising-Destinations-for-Easy-Getaways
https://wallethub.com/edu/most-pet-friendly-cities/5562/
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/industries/industrial-products/library/aerospace-manufacturing-attractiveness-rankings.html
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/Q3-2020/overall-results-georgia-ranked-top-state-pro-business.shtml
https://businessfacilities.com/2020/07/business-facilities-2020-metro-and-global-rankings-reports/
https://businessfacilities.com/2020/07/business-facilities-16th-annual-rankings-state-rankings-report/
https://www.rclco.com/publication/2020-stem-job-growth-index/
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Austin is the 9th Most Educated Metro according to ranking of the 150 largest U.S. metros based on 11 
measures of educational attainment, education quality, and attainment gaps. 
(WalletHub, 7/20/20) 
 
Austin ranks 6th in “Scoring Tech Talent” analysis of the competitive advantages and appeal to both 
employers and tech talent in the top 50 North American markets. 
(CBRE, 7/15/20) 
 
Austin has one of Top 10 Domestic Airports in the U.S. according to annual survey of T+L readers. 
(Travel+Leisure, 7/8/20) 
 
Austin is 8th nationally and 19th globally in annual startup ecosystem ranking. 
(Startup Genome, 6/25/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 city tech workers would consider relocating to. Austin leads U.S. in tech salary growth, 
seeing a 10% increase last year, but Austin salaries are 6% lower than the national average and go 
significantly farther compared to other areas.  
(Hired, 6/16/20)  
 
Texas is one of 5 states garnering Area Development’s annual “Gold Shovel” award for attracting significant 
new investment projects—Texas’ biggest is Apple’s plan to boost its already impressive presence in Austin 
with at least 5,000 more jobs. 
(Area Development, Q2/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 2 metro area for LEED-certified projects per capita in 2019. 
(Site Selection Investor Watch, 6/11/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 6 Best City for Gamers and ranked 7th on the game developer opportunities category which 
includes measures of game industry job openings (Austin No. 1), internships, employment, companies & 
college programs. 
(WalletHub, 6/10/20) 
 
Austin is the 4th least expensive in analysis by the Boyd Company of annual costs of operating 
biomanufacturing plants in the Top 25 Global Biomanufacturing Hubs. 
(Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News, 6/5/20) 
 
For the 16th year in a row, Texas was named the Best State for Business by Chief Executive. 
(Chief Executive, 6/2/20) 
 
Austin Energy is the top municipal utility for per capita solar PV installed, with 1,544 watts DC per person. 
(Frontier Group, 5/27/20) 
 
Austin is 1st city in the U.S. and 4th globally for semiconductor chip manufacturing foreign direct investment. 
(fDi Intelligence, 5/22/20) 
 
Leander, TX is the fastest growing city in the U.S., growing by 12.0% in 2019, among cities with 50,000+ 
population. Also in Williamson County, Georgetown (up 7.2%) ranked 7th. 
(U.S. Census Bureau, 5/21/20) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Cities for Staycations based options for recreation and relaxation at the right 
price point. 
(WalletHub, 5/20/20) 
 
Austin saw the fastest growth (6.1%) in real personal income in 2018 among large metropolitan areas (those 
with population of 2 million or more). Austin ranks 6th for per capita income growth with 3.5% real growth. 
(U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 5/18/20) 
 
Austin ranks No. 1 for seed capital funding over the last decade going to startup companies in America’s 
“Mighty Middle” (i.e., outside of traditional coastal tech hubs). 
(Crunchbase, 5/14/20) 
 

https://wallethub.com/edu/e/most-and-least-educated-cities/6656/
https://www.cbre.us/research-and-reports/Scoring-Tech-Talent-in-North-America-2020
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best/airports-domestic
https://startupgenome.com/article/rankings-top-40
https://hired.com/blog/highlights/2020-state-of-salaries-report/
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Gold-Shovel-Econdev-Awards/Q2-2020/recognize-state-and-local-economic-development-efforts.shtml
https://siteselection.com/investor-watch/200611.htm
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-cities-for-gamers/36270/
https://www.genengnews.com/topics/bioprocessing/biomanufacturing-costs-in-cities-around-the-globe/
https://chiefexecutive.net/the-best-worst-states-for-business2020/
https://frontiergroup.org/reports/fg/shining-cities-2020
https://www.fdiintelligence.com/article/77790
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-total-cities-and-towns.html
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-cities-for-staycations/4341/
https://www.bea.gov/news/2020/real-personal-income-state-and-metropolitan-area-2018
https://about.crunchbase.com/mighty-middle-report-2020/
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Receiving the Mac Conway Award for Excellence in Economic Development for the 2nd year in a row, the 
Austin Chamber was named one of the most successful local and regional U.S. economic development 
groups based on corporate job creation and capital investment projects in 2019. 
(Site Selection, 5/4/20) 
 
Austin is one of 18 U.S. Cities That are a Foodie’s Dream. 
(TripsToDiscover, 4/24/20) 
 
Austin ranks 4th for economic impact of the tech sector—tech accounts for 24% of Austin’s economy. 
(CompTIA, 4/21/20) 
 
Science, technology, engineering & math occupations account for 11.2% of all jobs in Austin in 2019, making 
Austin the 6th most concentrated in STEM among large U.S. metros. 
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 3/31/20) 
 
Austin is the fastest growing large metro over the last year and also the fastest growing since 2010 in 
ranking of Census Bureau population estimates through 2019. Austin ranks as the 29th largest metro in 2019. 
(U.S. Census Bureau, 3/26/20) 
 
Hays County is 2nd and Williamson County is 9th in ranking of the fastest growing counties in the United 
States between 2010 and 2019 and Williamson County is also ranked 9th 2018 and 2019. 
(U.S. Census Bureau, 3/26/20) 
 
Austin ranks 4th in ranking of Top Internet-Connected Large Cities. 
(Commercial Café, 3/19/20) 
 
Austin ranks No. 1 for growth, No. 5 for prosperity, and No. 9 for inclusion in Brookings’ annual Metro 
Monitor assessment of the economic success of large U.S. metros. 
(Brookings Institution, 3/5/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 7 U.S. market for office real estate investment. 
(Marcus & Millichap, 3/5/20) 
 
Austin is the Top Metro for Digital Services Job Growth, with 12.6% CAGR over 2010-2018, and Austin ranks 
3rd for the change in share of national digital services jobs over the period as well. 
(Brookings Institution, 3/3/20) 
 
Texas wins Site Selection’s Governor’s Cup, awarded for number of significant economic development 
projects landed in 2019, for the 8th consecutive year. 
(Site Selection, 3/20) 
 
Austin is 6th in ranking Top Metros for Corporate Facility Investment Projects in 2019. 
(Site Selection, 3/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 3 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of Where America’s Jobs are Created & 
Sustained. 
(Milken Institute, 2/26/20) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Hardest-Working Cities in America in ranking based on 11 direct & indirect 
measures of working. 
(WalletHub, 2/24/20) 
 
Austin has the Hottest U.S. Job Market for the second year in a row in ranking based on unemployment, 
labor-force participation, job growth, labor-force growth & wage growth. 
(Wall Street Journal, 2/24/20) 
 
Austin ranks 11th for R&D performed by business. 
(U.S. National Science Foundation, 2/20/20) 
 
  

https://siteselection.com/issues/2020/may/2020-mac-conway-awards.cfm
https://www.tripstodiscover.com/18-u-s-cities-that-are-a-foodies-dream/
https://www.cyberstates.org/pdf/CompTIA_Cyberstates_2020.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/pop-estimates-county-metro.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/pop-estimates-county-metro.html
https://www.commercialcafe.com/blog/top-cities-for-internet-connectivity-speed/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/03/04/metro-monitor-2020-prosperity-is-increasing-in-americas-largest-metro-areas-but-not-for-everyone/
https://www.marcusmillichap.com/research/researchreports/reports/2020/02/office-investment-forecast-2020
https://www.brookings.edu/research/tech-is-still-concentrating/
https://siteselection.com/issues/2020/mar/the-2019-governors-cups-cover.cfm
https://siteselection.com/issues/2020/mar/top-metros-fresh-faces-in-gateway-places.cfm
https://milkeninstitute.org/articles/san-francisco-tops-milken-institutes-2020-ranking-best-performing-cities
https://wallethub.com/edu/hardest-working-cities-in-america/10424/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/austin-nashville-rank-at-top-of-hottest-u-s-job-markets-11582545600
https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsf20311/
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Austin is the 11th Healthiest Place to Live in the U.S. in ranking of the 170 largest cities across 43 indicators 
of good health. 
(WalletHub, 2/10/20) 
 
Austin is No. 6 on Best Places to Live and Work as a Moviemaker annual ranking. 
(MovieMaker, 1/31/20) 
 
Austin is one of the World’s Top 20 Most Dynamic Cities and is only one of two U.S. cities ranked. 
(JLL, 1/19/2020) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Affordable U.S. Cities to Start a Career in Tech. 
(Coding Dojo, 1/16/20) 
 
Austin, with 263 deals garnering $2.17 billion in 2019, is one of the top 10 U.S. metros for VC investment. 
(PitchBook, 1/13/20) 
 
Ranking of the 100 largest U.S. cities for Best Work-Life Balance places Austin at No. 13. 
(SmartAsset, 1/8/20) 
 
Austin is one of the Top 10 Cities to Work from Home based on, being in the top quintile for percentage of 
employees working from home & prevalence of amenities for remote workers. 
(SmartAsset, 1/7/20) 
 
Texas is Business Facilities’ State of the Year, becoming the first 4-time winner of the magazine’s top honor 
for success in attracting major job-creating and high capital investment projects. 
(Business Facilities, 1/3/20) 
 
Austin is the No. 4 Best Place to Find a Job based on ranking of the top 150 cities on 31 metrics representing 
favorable conditions for job seekers. 
(WalletHub, 1/3/20) 
 
Austin is the Best U.S. City for Starting a Business according to Inc.’s 2020 Surge Cities Index. 
(Inc., Winter/20) 
 
Austin is No. 2 in the U.S., and No. 11 globally, in ranking of the cities (outside of Northern California) that 
will be the leading technology innovation hubs over the next 4 years. 
(KPMG, 1/1/2020) 
 
 
 
 

Also see Austin in the News on our website: https://www.austinchamber.com/austin-in-the-news 

https://wallethub.com/edu/healthiest-cities/31072/
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https://www.us.jll.com/en/trends-and-insights/research/city-momentum-index-2020
https://www.codingdojo.com/blog/affordable-tech-cities
https://pitchbook.com/news/reports/q4-2019-pitchbook-nvca-venture-monitor
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